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Massachusetts Farm Energy Program Yields Results
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MFEP is a joint program of USDA-NRCS, MA-Dept. of Ag. Resources, Berkshire-Pioneer RC&D, and Patriot RC&D

The overall goals for 2010 are part of
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Build Organizational Capacity
and Sustainability of BPRC&D

Promote and Support the Vi-
ability of Local Agriculture

Increase Public and Profes-
sional Understanding of Forest
Stewardship

Improve the General Quality
of Life in the Region by Assist-
ing Farm and Forest Land
Owners in Protecting Working
Landscapes

Promote OnFarm Energy Con-
servation, Efficiency, and Re-
newable Energy & Reduction
of Greenhouse Gas emissions
throughout Massachusetts

Provide Technical and Finan-
cial Assistance to Private For-
est Landowners and Commu-
nities for the Protection and
Sustainable Management of
Forestlands throughout Mas-
sachusetts

BerkshirePioneer RC&DE 433 West Street , #8& Amherst MA 0100 www.berkshirepioneerrcd.or§g 4132561607

S

NJ


http://www.berkshirepioneerrcd.org/mfep/energy.php
http://www.berkshirepioneerrcd.org/mfep/energy.php

Sharing the MFEP Message

MFEP is sharing the energy efficiency
message with farmers through esite
tours highlighting local farm energy
upgrades.Interest in energy efficient
cooling hit a nerve across farm sectors
this past hot summer. Vegetable and
fruit growers, orchardists, meat & dairy
producers, and retailers of local farm
products, are all interested in storing
more local food during a longer period
of the year to meet community de-
mand. A crowd of 36 farmers and re-
tailers joined Berkshirioneer RC&D
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ergy saving measures: automatic con-

trols and using outside air for waik
Energy savings and carbon dioxide reductions show the importance otoolers during cold weather, as well as

efficiency. On average, MFEP energy efficiency projects save 2.5 timgficient lighting features, daylighting,
the energy as renewable projects at a fraction of the costs and reduceand ondemand gas hot water heaters
carbon dioxide emissions significantly more than renewables. Annualthat have translated into 30% savings
energy efficiency savings ranged from $200 for lighting retrofits to for the host business.

$235,000 for heat recovery; and for renewables, $500 for solar hot water

to $37,700 for photovoltaic projects. In the flip season, long New England
winters mean exorbitant heating bills

for the greenhouse industry in Massa-
chusetts. MFEP hosted an energy sav-
ing workshop for 24 growers, looking
at the range of energy efficiency meas-
ures for greenhouses from simple insu-
lation options to efficient heat sources
and thermal screens, and the funding
opportunities that can support these
improvements. Several farm busi-
nesses represented in each workshop
have continued to work with MFEP to
assess their energy use and implement
equipment upgrades on their farms.

The average net income of a Massachusetts farmer is about $12,500. The
average annual energy cost savings of MFEP projects is about $12,000
thus making energy improvements a good business decision. However,
the initial cost of installation of most farm energy projects is usually cost
prohibitive without 5675% funding, especially for renewable projects.
Through collaboration with numerous partners, MFEP has helped farmers
leverage the funding needed to get projects installed.
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