ADDITIONS TO PROGRAM
Thursday, October 28 

2:00 – 3:00  Joint Training for Councils & Coordinators
(Amherst Room)  
- Criteria for Meritorious Councils & Circle of Diamonds 
 
 -Terry D’Addio, NRCS, & Andy Gordon, NARC&DC

Terri D’Addio will present the criteria that NRCS is now using to determine a council as meritorious, as well as what it means to be a meritorious council.  Andy Gordon will review the different levels of the National Association’s Circle of Diamonds criteria and what it means to be a member.   Different levels of financial reviews will be discussed to assist RC&D Councils in selecting one or more that is most suitable for their organization. (Amherst Room)  

3:00 – 3:10  Break
(Amherst Room)  
3:10 – 4:10  Concurrent Training Sessions

RC&D Coordinators Training – Federal Update on the RC&D program, PRS, POINTS, Q&A   (Room 904?)




          Terry D’Addio, RC&D Program Manager, USDA-NRCS

NERC&DA Business Meeting – John Guszkowski, President, New England RC&D Areas
(Room 917?)
4:15 – 5:30  Concurrent Sessions 

Feeding Ourselves


Session 1:  Infrastructure for Local Agriculture  
 (Room 904)
Making the case, understanding the challenges, and finding the funding to revitalize local agricultural infrastructure.  We’ll use lessons from research and feasibility projects related to dairy and meat processing, freezing produce, and wholesale salad greens – Margaret Christie, Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture (CISA)  
Session 2:  Western Massachusetts Buy Local Programs
(Room 905?)
Berkshire Grown initiated a Farm to Table network to bring together farmers, food producers and chefs in mutually beneficial partnerships; and has created “Restaurant Week” and “Farmed & Foraged” events to promote local farms and restaurants – Barbara Zheutlin, Berkshire  
Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture will share the history and current activities of the Be a

Local Hero, Buy Locally Grown® program, include their new focus on year-round seasonal eating and their efforts to reach out to all residents of our region, including those living in urban areas and those with lower incomes – Phil Korman, CISA 
Fueling Ourselves
(Room 917)
Session 3:  The future of biomass in New England in light of the recent Massachusetts-based  Manomet Study  

Since the inception of the Massachusetts Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) program in 2003, biomass has been the largest contributor of new renewable energy generation.  As substantial increase in biomass development activity became clear, the administration suspended qualification of biomass as an eligible renewable resource for RPS purposes pending further study of lifecycle greenhouse gas emissions and forest sustainability.  The session will focus on and discuss the findings of the Manomet Study released in June 2010 and the draft proposed biomass RPS regulations filed in September 2010 as well as review MA agricultural biomass applications and any consequential impacts of the new draft rules. – Dwayne Breger, MA Dept. of Energy Resources & Gerry Palano, MA Dept. of Ag. Resources

This presentation will explore the opportunity to use refined biomass fuels such as pellets and chips to sustainably and efficiently heat homes and businesses throughout the Northeast.  Mr. Niebling will present the results of a 2025 Vision developed by the recently formed Northeast Biomass Thermal Working Group (www.nebioheat.org).  He will discuss the economic and environmental benefits to the region of displacing our high reliance on fossil fuels for heating with renewable biomass used in advanced heating technology – Charlie Niebling, Biomass Thermal Energy Council

Feeding & Fueling Ourselves 
(Room 911?)
Session 4:  New England Wide Initiatives

John Ferris will describe New England Farmers Union's "Buy Local Carbon Project" which will determine market demand for locally derived greenhouse gas credits among New England utilities, companies and colleges/universities.  It will identify practices that will result in viable GHG offsets for this regional market, and will assess existing application, verification and certification protocols for these practices.  It will create a truly regional carbon market for New England farmers and fishermen. – John Ferris, New England Farmers Union
“New England Governors’ Blue Ribbon Commission on Land Conservation” reports on five initiatives that were developed by the Working Groups, each sharing a number of important, cross-cutting themes that underlie all.  Cris Coffin will discuss these themes and provide highlights of the Keep Farmlands in Farming Initiative and Keep Forests as Forest Initiative - Cris Coffin, The American Farmland Trust    
Friday, October 29 

7:15 - 8:15   Breakfast & RC&D Program Updates 
(Amherst Room)  
Jim Sipperly, President, National Association of RC&D Councils & 

Terry D’Addio, Program Manager for RC&D, USDA-NRCS
 

Saturday, October 30 

8:15 –10:00  Concurrent Sessions

Feeding Ourselves
(Room 904)
Through the Vermont Farmers’ Market Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) & Debit Card Program, wireless point of service card readers are now available at farmers’ markets across the state, allowing Vermont’s farmers to reach more customers and Vermonters to access more farm-fresh, local food.  The Harvest Health Coupon Project provides an incentive designed to encourage limited-income residents to utilize their EBT cards at farmers’ markets. – Beth Ann Finlay, Coordinator and Jarrod Becker, Business Manager – Northern VT RC&D
North Country Farm Fresh Project is helping local producers to organize as a cooperative; providing access to business, cooperative, and bookkeeping consultants for marketing their products, growing their operations, and creating a lasting cooperative - Lisa Rixen, North Country RC&D, NH

Fueling Ourselves
(Room 917)
North Country RC&D is a co-creator of workbook titled “The Community Roadmap to Renewable Woody Biomass Energy,” a  step-by-step decision-making tool to assist New Hampshire communities in deciding whether woody biomass heating & cooling technologies can be expected to help meet one or more community goals. – Rick Demark, Coordinator, North Country RC&D

Farm Energy Best Management Practice manuals have been developed for Massachusetts and Connecticut.  The CT manual presents a general description of all CT farm sectors and most common renewable technologies.  The MA manual covers energy efficiency practices associated with greenhouse, dairy, orchard, vegetables, and maple, as well as photovoltaic, solar thermal, and wind technologies with MFEP data and examples incorporated into the final product.– Jess Cook, Berkshire-Pioneer & John Guszkowski, Eastern CT RC&D
Lessons learned from farm audit programs – Ron Desrosiers, Coordinator, Time & Tide RC&D and current chair of Maine’s Farm Energy Partners Network;  Jess Cook, Program Manager for the Massachusetts Farm Energy Program, Berkshire-Pioneer RC&D; Robert Spoerl, Southern NH RC&D and the New Hampshire Farm Energy Initiative
Lessons learned from grant writing support for USDA Rural Energy for America (REAP) Program –Ron Desrosiers, Coordinator, Time & Tide RC&D; Elizabeth Rogers, Coordinator, Eastern CT RC&D and the Connecticut Farm Energy Program, Darlene Monds, Coordinator, Berkshire-Pioneer RC&D and the Massachusetts Farm Energy Program
